student guide: pilate. the executioner

[Besides the Bible, there are only a few secular histories written during this period of time,
several of which mention Pontius Pilate and his role in the judgment of Christ, lending
weighty testimony to the authenticity of the Scriptures.

Israel was under Roman rule and though it maintained a Jewish leadership the local ruling
power was Rome, Pontius Pilate in particular. I't was to him that the Jewish leaders brought
Jesus to be tried. Upon the arrival of the Jewish leaders with their prisoner (Christ), Pilate
respondsA]

aTake him yourselves and judge him by your own law.C gBut we have no right to execute
anyone,C the Jews objected. This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the
kind of death he was going to die would be ful&lled.C (John 18:31-32)

1. Why couldn(t the Jews execute him and what manner of death had been predicted?

gPilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, gAre you the King
of the Jews?C gls that your own idea,C Jesus asked, gor did others talk to you about me?C gAm
I a Jew?C Pilate replied. glt was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to
me. What is it you have done?C (vv.33-35)

2. What were the three charges leveled against him?

aJesus said, gMy kingdom is not of this world. IT it were, my servants would €ght to prevent
my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.C gYou are a king, then!C
said Pilate. Jesus answered, gYou are right in saying | am a king. In fact, for this reason I
was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of
truth listens to me.C (vv.35-37)

3. What truth did Jesus come to testify to, why exactly was he born?
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