leaders guide: pilate. the executioner week one

The context of these studies is the last 12 hours of Jesus life, that which is the subject
of the movie The Passion. Rather than looking at events, this study series will look at the
major characters. In each study, somewhere, there will be a question that will allow you to
get into the gospel for any non-Christians who may be attending.

Pilate is many things, but for the sake of an evangelistic bible study what his life surfaces
is the desire for people to remain neutral on something that God will not allow us to remain
neutral about: Christ. The study follows the story of Pilate in the gospel of John. It would
be important to read it through before the study. The answers to the questions below will
provide most of the extra information you will need for the study.

1. Israel was under the rule of Rome. While Rome allowed a great deal of local governing
authority in its conquered territory, it maintained control in several ways: they
installed a puppet dictator, one of the native leaders, but someone who would be loyal
to Rome (This was Herod); worship of Caesar was strictly enforced; and limits were put
on local government so they had no authority to exercise capital punishment. This was
the case here.

2. The three charges leveled against Jesus in his trial before Herod and Pilate are:
perversion of, or leading astray, the nation, encouraging the refusal of paying taxes
to Rome (this was clearly false), and, third, that Jesus had claimed to be the King
(which was true but not in the way he was accusedAwhich was sedition against Rome).

3. He came to reveal his identity as the king of the Jews, their messiah, and the Lord of
the entire earth.

4. Jesus had said that those on the side of truth would listen to him. Pilatels answer
makes clear that he does not have a passion for the truth, perhaps even a disdain for
the idea, showed in his agnosticism of truth(s existence. His posture and agnosticism
toward the truth is identical to his posture toward Christ.

5. You aren(t looking for a right answer, only discussion. A &nal note might be, that
truth exists if God does (at least in the moral and spiritual sense). He is the only
one that has, and can provide, objectivity; otherwise there are simply differing
perspectives of reality. Belief in objective truth is a close cousin to believing in God.







