
student guide: peter. the denial

[From a biblical perspective the life of Peter is marked by extremes: extreme highs, lows, 
successes, and failures. No passage better demonstrates these extremes than this account 
found in Mark 8. It is the turning point of JesusĈ public ministry and he has pulled his 
disciples aside for a discussionĀ]

ąJesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he 
asked them,  ąWho do people say I am?Ć They replied,  ąSome say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.Ć ąBut what about you?Ć he asked.  ąWho do you 
say I am?

Peter answered,  ąYou are the Christ.Ć  Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. He 
then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three 
days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter.  ąGet behind me, 
Satan!Ć he said.  ąYou do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.Ć 
(Mark 8:27-36)

1. Why does Peter struggle with what Jesus is saying? Why does Jesus tell them this at this 
particular time?

2. Why does Jesus say, ąGet behind me Satan?Ć

3. If Peter understood his identity how could he not understand what Jesus needed to do?

The Passion Account: [In this scene Jesus is gathered with his disciples for the ąlast supperĆ 
before he is arrested and crucič ed.]

ąYou will all fall away,Ć Jesus told them,  ąfor it is written: ąćI will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered.Ĉ But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.Ć  
Peter declared,  ąEven if all fall away, I will not.Ć ąI tell you the truth,Ć Jesus answered,  
ątoday Ą yes, tonight Ą before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three 

the passion




