
leaders guide: peter. the denial week č ve

Peter is a remarkable man, whose zeal and passion for Christ was in many ways unrivaled. 
But for our beneč t, and the beneč t of the church for the last 2,000 years, what we have 
recorded in the passion narrative is his failure, a moment when his courage failed. Through 
Peter we see ourselves in times of weakness, discouragement and failure, and in ChristĈs 
grace and forgiveness to him, we gain assurance that thereĈs nothing weĈve done or can do 
that should ever keep us from getting back into the Christian race and following Christ. 

1. The gospel of Mark divides neatly in half, and this is the hinge passage. In the č rst 
eight chapters, Jesus wants his disciples to realize his identity. Once they do, he then 
begins to prepare them for his death. The Old Testament has two different pictures of 
the messiah: one is a portrait of a powerful, majestic ruler, the other as a suffering 
servant. Jesus is weaving both pictures together. He afč rms he is the coming king, 
but then tells them the kingdom will be revealed through suffering, rejection, and 
death, not through might, power and glory. You may want to look up two different 
passages from the OT that describe these different pictures of the messiah. Isaiah 
53 describes well the suffering servant, where the Son of Man imagery of Daniel 
describes the majestic and powerful king. The second imagery, obviously, will refer to 
Jesus second coming in power and glory.

2. If you look at the temptation accounts of Jesus you will notice a common thread: 
he is tempted to reveal his identity through a demonstration of power and might, 
bypassing the suffering and humiliation of the crosss. Satan doesnĈt shoot blanks, 
meaning we must assume that this was a legitimate, even powerful, temptation for 
Jesus. Peter, unwittingly, is advising the same thing, ądeclare yourself king, forget 
the suffering.Ć Perhaps part of JesusĈ tactic of resistance is to speak and label the 
temptation. 

3. Refer to question number one. No one had really put together both Old Testament 
images of the messiah. So, though Peter knew his identity, this does not mean he 
understood the need for the messiah to suffer and be rejected.

4. Jesus tells many things about his death in advance, and it would seem that this 
is to show that nothing was happening outside of GodĈs plan, and everything that 
was taking place was ąmeantĆ to be soĄthere was nothing accidental in any of the 
circumstances.

5. Yes, but only with the matured knowledge and perhaps even verbal acknowledgement 

the passion




