student guide: magdalene. the sinner

1. To understand the story of Mary Magdalene one must understand the meaning of grace,
for that is her story. How would you de€ne grace?

[While it is assumed that Mary was a prostitute, interestingly the scriptures never state
that fact, but this passage is commonly associated with her, explaining how she originally
came to know Christ]

aWhen a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the
Phariseels house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his
feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair,
kissed them and poured perfume on them.

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, glf this man were a
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is A that she isa
sinner.C Jesus answered him, gSimon, | have something to tell you.C gTell me, teacher,C he
said.

aTwo men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him €ve hundred denarii, and the
other Cfty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.
Now which of them will love him more?C Simon replied, gl suppose the one who had the bigger
debt canceled.C gYou have judged correctly,C Jesus said.

Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, gDo you see this woman? | came into
your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and
wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a Kiss, but this woman, from the time | entered,
has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume
on my feet. Therefore, | tell you, her many sins have been forgiven A for she loved much. But
he who has been forgiven little loves little.C (Luke 7:37-47)

2. Doyou think ifahorrible criminal repents right before they die, they should go to
heaven? Why or why not? Would you still feel that way if someone close to you didn(Ct get in?

3. All of us pass judgments on people; what draws us to want to render a judgment about
someone?

the plassion .-






