leaders guide: magdalene. the sinner week four

There is perhaps no better demonstration of the both the message and power of the gospel
than Mary Magdalene. We are never told speciccally about her life of sin, though most
suspect that it was prostitution, only that Jesus had driven from her seven evil spirits. Yet
she stands as a symbol that in the kingdom of God no one is beyond redemption, and sinners
can be closer to the kingdom than the self-righteous. She is also a model of thankfulness,
apparently never forgetting the debt she was forgiven, she loves and serves out of a deep
well gratitude and with a passionate loyalty for the grace shown her. These are the things
to highlight about Mary.

1.

Grace is unmerited favor. We get what we do not deserve. The essence of the gospel is
that God did for us what we could have never done for ourselves.

You(re not looking for a right answer. From a Christian perspective the answer is
ayes,C as Jesus said to the thief on the cross gtoday you will be with me in paradise.C

Our judgment of other can often be traced to our desire for an external standard by
which to measure our own behavior, and wanting to see ourselves as doing well, or
better then others. It can be a way of justifying ourselves. You might want to look at
the parable of the Pharisee who measured his righteousness by comparing himself to
the tax collector, in Luke 18:

aTwo men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ¢God, | thank you that | am not like
other men A robbers, evildoers, adulterers A or even like this tax collector.C

It could be a number of things: a lack of humility; that his sins seemed less horrible
than hers; that he looked only on his actions and not his heart.

We seem to have a higher standard for women in this area, which may not be completely
unrealistic in that most women seem to have a greater ability than men to show sexual
restraint. On the other hand there is often chauvinism involved.

Sex is so much a part of who we are that we are deeply affected by our failure in this
area. Because it is such a physical act it can also make us feel ashamed as we really
are operating out of our baser instincts. Last, because it is a spiritual actAcombining
souls with anotherAsexual sin can severely damage our psyche and soul.







