leaders guide: judas. the betrayer week two

Before any study | always &nd it helpful to go on line and search out the topic. What I(m
looking for is any current dialogue on the topic that | can share or turn into a question. You

might try a search on Judas and see what facts or discussion you can surface that might add
to the study.

The context of the study is the last 12 hours of Jesus life, that which is the subject of the
movie The Passion. Rather than looking at events, this study series will look at the major
characters. In each study, somewhere, there will be a question that will allow you to get

into the gospel for any non-Christians who may be attending. Here are the answers. Good
luck.

1. Thisissimply to get the discussion going.

2. What(s most interesting in this story is that Judas is appalled with Mary for her
gratitude at receiving God(s grace. He wants justice not grace. Perhaps it is the same
problem he has with the gospel. The event also speaks of a heart that is swayed by
greed, as the rest of the passage (not included) mentions that Judas was not concerned
with the poor but often stole from the money bag.

3. Acharacter is really the ethical and moral habits or disposition one has acquired
through their lifetime of choices. Out of our character we make our choices,
but at the same point it is not determinism, and we can always changeAmake new
choices and change our character. John lets us know that Judas( decision was not
uncharacteristic, as most ruinous choices aren(t: they were the result of his
character.

4. Ifyou analyze it, coveting really is the basis for stealing, murder, and many other
sins. Perhaps all of them, but that(s worth discussing. The Ten Commandments would
be: don(t lie (False witness), donlt steal, don(t covet neighbors goods, don(t covet
neighbors wife, don(t take God(s name in vain, don(t murder, donlt worship other gods,
honor your mother and father, dont commit adultery, and keep the Sabbath day holy.

5. Have the group look up Zech 11:10-15. In this prophecy gThe Good Shepard of IsraelC
(the messiah) is rejected by Israel. The relationship is severed with the paying off of
the Shepard for his services, 30 pieces of silver. gTake the moneyC says God and buy a
cemetery with it. It is one of many messianic passages in the 0T, and John is saying, gSee,







