
student guide: jesus. the passion

The week before the Passion, Jesus arrives in Jerusalem for the Passover celebrationĄalong 
with thousands of others who had made the yearly pilgrimage. His arrival sets off a string 
of events that will culminate in his execution.

Entering Jerusalem: ąWhen he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of 
Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen: ąBlessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!Ć  ąPeace 
in heaven and glory in the highest!Ć Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus,  
ąTeacher, rebuke your disciples!Ć 

ąI tell you,Ć he replied,  ąif they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.Ć As he approached 
Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said,  ąIf you, even you, had only known on 
this day what would bring you peace Ą but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come 
upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem 
you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your 
walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of 
GodĈs coming to you.Ć 

Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those who were selling. ąIt is 
written,Ć he said to them, ąćMy house will be a house of prayerĈ; but you have made it ća den 
of robbers.ĈĆ Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of 
the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. (Luke 19:3747)

1. What destruction is he talking about and what is the signič cance of clearing the temple?

2. Why the phrase ąmy house will be a house of prayer for all people?Ć

3. Some of what Jesus taught upon entering Jerusalem is found in Matthew 24:45-25:30. Read
    it as a group. What is Jesus communicating through these stories?

4. Do you think his return is close? What makes you say that?

5. What kind of signs should we be looking for?
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