
leaders guide: jesus. the passion week six

This č nal study is on Jesus. You may decide to go see the movie ąThe PassionĆ in place of it, 
as the movie gives primary focus to Jesus. If you donĈt see the movie, you might want to show 
the trailer which you can download from the web at a Passion movie site. The study skips 
some key segments, like the trial by Pilate, as they have been covered in other studies. 

1. The Jews were always walking a thin line in showing respect to Rome, like refusing to 
worship Caesar. In about 70 a.d. they crossed that line and a minor rebellion was led by 
the zealots against Rome. In retaliation Jerusalem was leveled and the Jews dispersed 
from their homeland. Having rejected their messiah and allowing time for all who 
would convert, God brought judgment on Israel through Rome in 70 a.d. It is this 
judgment to which Jesus is referring. Jesus clearing the temple was really an enacted 
parable, which was common for prophets to do. Jesus is telling them that the Temple 
would be destroyed but also that God would remove or clear out his presence from 
their midst, which symbolically dwelled within the temple.

2. Jesus is quoting Isaiah 56 where, in context, God is speaking about bringing in the 
gentiles to salvation. As Israel is about to reject their messiah the gospel will go out 
beyond Israel to the nations. Here Jesus is indirectly unveiling the gentile mission 
which is the next step in GodĈs salvation plan after Israel rejects the Christ: 

      Is. 56:8 ąThe Sovereign LORD declares Ą he who gathers the exiles of 
      Israel:  ąI will gather still others to them besides those already gathered.Ć

3. Jesus is communicating that there will be a gap of time between his death and 
resurrection and his second coming in glory. He is warning his followers to stay alert 
in this current period of time, not knowing when it will end, and when he will return

4. Just for discussion

5. In Matthew 24, Jesus gives some sign posts of his coming. You may want to take the time 
to read them; you may not. Something encouraging to share is that one of the signs is 
the gospel going out to the whole world. This has not happened in 2,000 years, but may 
very well happen in the next 20-30 years. The Jesus Film for example has been shown to 
over 5 billion people in the last three decades.
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